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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 0777 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PEPR, LE, SA 

SUBJECT: THE ARAB DETERRENT FORCE (ADF) IN LEBANON 
REF: BEIRUT 416 

1 . POLITICAL COUNSELOR ASKED DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 

ABDUL RAHMAN AL MANSOURI ON JANUARY 31 WHETHER SAUDI ARABIAN 
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT EXTENSION OF ADF 
IN LEBANON AFTER CURRENT EXTENSION EXPIRES ON APRIL 28. HE 
EXPLAINED THAT COMMANDER OF ADF THOUGHT THAT HE NEEDED AT 
LEAST ANOTHER SIX MONTHS AFTER APRIL 28. HE ASKED ALSO IF 
SAG WAS PREPARED TO LEAVE SAUDI CONTINGENT IN ADF. 

2. MANSOURI SAID THAT PROBLEM OF ADF WAS BOTH FINANCIAL 
AND POLITICAL. KUWAIT, QATAR AND SAUDI ARABIA ARE THE 
STATES SUPPORTING THE ADF. THE FIRST TWO ARE RELUCTANT 
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TO EXPEND MORE MONEY ON ADF. IN ADDITION, THEY WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE SITUATION IN LEBANON RESOLVED AND ADF REPLACED 
BY LEBANESE FORCES. SAG WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SEE QUESTION 
RESOLVED AND ADF REPLACED, BUT IF GOL FEELS NECESSITY OF 
HAVING ADF EXTENDED, SAG WOULD PROBABLY BE SYMPATHETIC. 

SAG RECOGNIZES THAT ADF IS SYRIAN AFFAIR AND THAT 
SAUDI AND SUDANESE FORCES ARE ONLY SYMBOLIC. HOWEVER, 
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SAUDI ARABIA WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE LEBANON LEFT ALONE 
WITH SYRIAN TROOPS. 

3. MANSOURI ALSO SAID THAT SAG WOULD 

PREFER TO HAVE DECISION TO EXTEND ADF TAKEN BY ARAB LEAGUE, 
RATHER THAN BY PARTICIPATING STATES. IF GOL WANTS EXTEN- 
SION, IT WILL MOST PROBABLY MAKE SECRET APPROACH TO SAG 
BEFORE ARAB LEAGUE MEETING IN MARCH. KUWAIT WILL 
ALMOST CERTAINLY OPPOSE EXTENSION. SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE 
FLEXIBLE. IN FACT. HE SAID THAT PRINCE SAUD AND HE WOULD 
TRY TO GO TO MEETING WITH ONLY THE INSTRUCTION TO BE 
FLEXIBLE SO THAT THEY CAN PUSH FOR COMPROMISE THAT INCLUDES 
EXTENSION. QATAR WILL BE NO PROBLEM AND CAN BE BROUGHT 
ALONG BY SAUDI ARABIA. 
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